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Pastor is a writers’ writer and this is the seventh mystery in the much respected 

Martin Bora historical series. Her last novel, The Horseman’s Song, set during the 

Spanish Civil War was an intelligent reimagining of the murder of the poet Federico 

García Lorca, a sound melding of history and fiction. Martin Bora is a reflective 

proto-detective, an intelligent man and a German soldier in the midst of war. These 

novels are a chronicle of the Nazi era and a comprehensive portrait of a ‘good?’ man, 

an ‘ordinary man’, caught up in the machinations of the fascist regime. 

The Night of Shooting Stars perhaps tests Bora’s humanity, his sense of right and 

wrong, more severely than ever. Like Philip Kerr, who wrote the Bernie Gunther 

series about the experience of a detective under Nazism, Pastor is more interested in 

the corruption and integrity of character than the murder the protagonist is faced with 

solving. Pastor has a more literary style than Kerr but shares his desire to question the 

past, reflecting on its meaning for contemporary society and the future. She knows 

how to tell a story with well crafted, elegant plotting and the prose can be beautiful or 

bitingly spare and harsh depending on the point being made. Bora is a complex 

character in complex times but Pastor gets inside her man’s head. Readers witness the 

way he acts and the way he makes decisions, trying to balance integrity with 

pragmatism in challenging times. His diary reveals an erudite and educated man, 

conflicted and troubled by his personal life. As a study in what turns good men to bad 



and how we are all a dichotomy of good 

and evil, of compromise and integrity, this is top notch. Murder mysteries are often 

an exploration of a moral dilemma and that’s the case in The Night of Shooting Stars. 

9th July, 1944, Martin Bora lands in Berlin for the funeral of his uncle, Dr. Professor 

Alfred Thoma. This sojourn away from the Italian front is only meant to be 

overnight, Bora must get back with his men. Thoma worked at the Dahlem Institute 

and apparently took his own life but a colleague corners Bora, he doesn’t believe the 

suicide verdict. With the family in attendance there’s no room to explore the 

accusation, Dr. Olbertz simply says it’s up to Bora to make of his opinion what he 

will. It seems incredible to Bora, Thoma was at odds with the Nazi party at times but 

never anything major. As Bora walks the city ravaged by bombing and bursting with 

refugees from the east, he bumps into an old colleague, Fritz. He says Bora came up 

in a conversation with colonel Claus von Stauffenberg recently, he is nervous and 

unwilling to say more in public, they agree to meet at the Adlon later. Meanwhile, 

Bora is summoned by Arthur Nebe, Kripo chief, he is to stay in Berlin and investigate 

the death of Walter Niemeyer, an astrologer, famous during the Weimar era, and now 

a friend to the Nazi party. Armed with a car and a driver, Bora is given a week to find 

out who killed Niemeyer. Fritz has disappeared and Bora suspects Nebe has another 

motive for keeping him in the city. Bora must navigate the tricky world of Berlin 

politics and the brewing storm of conspiracy as he discovers details of his uncle’s 

death, Niemeyer’s murder and Stauffenberg’s interest in him. Bora’s contact with the 

July 24th plot to kill Hitler will force him to make a choice that will determine which 

side of history he is on. Bora ponders whether von Stauffenberg and the conspirators 

are patriots, German heroes, or opportunists deserting a sinking ship. 
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